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Dems’ road 
to success 
in South 
runs 
through NC 


BY WILLIAM DOUGLAS 
wdouglas@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

If Democrats are to recapture 
the majority in Congress next 
year and begin winning consis- 
tently in the South, the effort 
could begin with baby steps in 
North Carolina. 

Democrats are eyeing the 
politically purple Tar Heel State 
as a place where they can make 
gains. The party is targeting four 
House incumbents in the state, 
notably Charlotte-area Rep. 
Robert Pittenger. 

“North Carolina is a good 
place to see if there’s a political 
wave developing,” said Nathan 
Gonzales, editor and publisher 
of the nonpartisan Inside Elec- 
tions website. “If Democrats are 
on the verge of picking up a 
House seat in North Carolina, 
then they are probably at or 
near regaining the majority.” 

Flipping GOP districts in the 
state will be tough. Democrats 
still must find viable candidates 
in districts configured to protect 
incumbents, and energize Afri- 
can-American and millennial 
voters who were largely unen- 
thusiastic about the party’s can- 
didates in 2016. 

“There are a lot of dominoes 
that all have to fall in the right 
direction,” said Michael Bitzer, 
a political science professor at 
Catawba College in Salisbury. 
“Not saying it can’t happen, but 
it has to be targeted and a lot 
has to fall in Democrats’ favor.” 

Democrats have been steadily 
losing House and Senate mem- 
bers from Southern states. In 
2008, North Carolina voters 
elected eight Democrats to 
House seats as well as a Demo- 
cratic senator. Today, the state 
has two Republican senators and 
three Democratic House mem- 
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McFarlane wins 4th term 
in runoff for Raleigh mayor 


ROBERT WILLETT rwillett@newsobserver.com 


Raleigh Mayor Nancy McFarlane, center, poses for a victory photo with Sig Hutchinson, chairman of the Wake County Commissioners, and 
his wife, Nancy Hutchinson, during an election-night gathering at the Stockroom on Tuesday. 


BY HENRY GARGAN 
AND PAUL A. SPECHT 


hgargan@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

After a contentious campaign 
season that led to a runoff, 
Raleigh voters decided to stick 
with Nancy McFarlane and 
elected her on Tuesday to a 
fourth term as the city’s mayor. 

McFarlane won 57.79 percent 
of the vote with all precincts 
reporting results. Francis won 
42.21 percent of the vote. 

This has been the most com- 
petitive race of McFarlane’s 
political career. She was first 
elected to the Raleigh City 
Council in 2007 and became 
mayor four years later. 

McFarlane, an unaffiliated 
candidate, won easily in pre- 


vious mayoral elections, but she 
failed to get a majority of the 
vote in last month’s general 
election. Charles Francis, a 
Democrat, an attorney and 
businessman who finished 
second in the three-candidate 
race, called for a runoff. 

The race took on what 
McFarlane and her supporters 
considered a negative tone, 
with squabbling among Demo- 
crats and questions about party 
loyalty. 

“T think a lot of the divisive- 
ness really bothered people,” 
McFarlane said Tuesday night. 
“T think the results say what 
Raleigh has always really val- 
ued, and that is how we work 
together in a collaborative way. 
We’ve never had elections that 
were this deep, partisan divide. 


I don’t think that 
rang true with 
voters.” 

McFarlane had 
the backing of 
the Wake County 
Democratic Par- 
ty in previous 
elections. But 
this year the 
party endorsed Francis, whose 
campaign focused on the need 
for more affordable housing 
and services for the city’s poor- 
est residents. 

In response, McFarlane high- 
lighted the city’s latest affor- 
dable-housing initiatives and 
touted its growth and efforts to 
turn Dix Park into a regional 
destination. 

On Tuesday night, Francis 
said he called McFarlane to 
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Charles 
Francis 


congratulate her on the win, 
and she asked if he would con- 
tinue to be part of community 
conversations. 

“While we might not have 
won the race, tonight was a 
victory for inclusion,” Francis 
said. He thanked his supporters 
“who rejected the conventional 
wisdom that everything is all 
right when it is not all right.” 

More than 54,450 voters cast 
ballots in the race Tuesday, up 
from about 53,000 in the Oct. 
10 general election. 

In that election, McFarlane 
won 48.40 percent of the vote, 
Francis won 36.75 percent, and 
a third candidate, Republican 
Paul Fitts, won 14.74 percent. 
Five days later, Francis 
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Courtesy of the Catholic Diocese 


Monsignor David D. Brockman of the Catholic Diocese of Raleigh said 
many churches throughout the diocese have security plans. 


' Churches balance safety 
with mission to serve all 


BY MARTHA QUILLIN 
mquillin@newsobserver.com 


To hopefully prevent inci- 
dents like Sunday’s mass shoot- 
ing in a church in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, congregations 
must balance two sometimes 
conflicting Biblical mandates. 
They want to protect the flock, 
yet welcome any stranger at the 
door. 

“How we enforce the law is 


totally different in a church 
compared to the outside world 
sometimes,” said Ed Maness, a 
retired N.C. Highway Patrol 
officer who is now director of 
safety services for Colonial 
Baptist Church in Cary. “We 
want to welcome people, but we 
also want to provide a secure 
environment for them to be 
welcomed into.” 

While Colonial took security 
into consideration when it built 
its campus in the early 2000s, 


incorporating features such as 
controlled access to the 
185,000-square foot building, 
other churches are just now 
realizing how vulnerable they 
might be to someone walking in 
with a gun to a Sunday morning 
worship service, or mid-week 
Bible study or even a morning 
preschool program. 

Maness is one of many people 
who have built consulting serv- 
ices dedicated to helping 
churches recognize and mitigate 
their safety risks. Maness travels 
the country visiting churches, 
looking at their buildings and 
grounds and the way they allow 
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